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This is NOT Normal 


“They will beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks,” Isaiah 2:4b (TIB) 


..their tasers into levels and their handcuffs and 
batons into hammers; their revolvers into trowels, 
and their automatic weapons into ladders. And they 
will value the work of their hands and not the 
amount of life they can draw out of a living, 
breathing, human sibling. For all of humanity has 
been created by God in God's beautiful, blessed 
image and is of immeasurable value. Yes, ALL! 


So far in 2023, 54 mass shootings have been 

reported with 92 people killed and another 220 people injured 
(gunviolencearchive.org). The pace didn’t even slow for a day to usher in the 
New Year- the first 6 incidents took place on January 1st. And in the 
Southeast Conference alone during the month of January, Gun Violence 
Archive reports 251 deaths at the end of a gun. 


These numbers are staggering! If we keep on this track, we will be looking 
at 3,012 deaths by gun, including murders, accidental shootings, and death 
by suicide, in the Southeast Conference alone by the close of 2023. But that 
isn’t the end of it! 


Statista reports that there have been 79 fatal shootings of people in the 
United States by police officers in the first 25 days of January. And this 
doesn't include other deaths by police brutality, such as the death of Tyre 
Nichols, who was murdered by police during a traffic stop in Memphis, TN, 
where he sustained injuries from tasers and brutal beating that caused him 
to die three days later. Such realities are egregious in their own right. But 
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then look at the incongruities of such deaths by ethnicity and race, and the 
truth about what few strides we have made in real justice and equity. The 


chains that were to be broken by a Civil War and the 14°" and 15 
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 are still holding 
tightly. And as death smears the canvas of our nation with an ugly red 
across the glory of beautiful non-Caucasian skin tones - blood splattered 
over blacks and browns, bronze- and rose-hewn and dark as the beautiful 
midnight sky, as if to hide it, even make it disappear - the reports are 
quickly tossed aside for the next sensational news feed. 


No, this is NOT normal. But it is becoming the norm. It is the norm we are 
helping to create, even if we do not like it. 


As we enter this second month of our New Year, the first one passing with a 
death toll we cannot ignore, February, which is Black History Month, invites 
us into an intentional reflection of the lives, the deaths, the plights, and the 
contributions, too numerous to count, of the black- and brown-skinned 
siblings of our God-created family. We have much to celebrate in the gifts 
and wisdom, discovery, and tenacity of past generations and those of us 
today whose beings are wrapped in skin drenched in rich melanin content. 
But let us not believe for one minute that these celebrations give us 
permission to ignore our history of genocide that we as a nation, and 
specifically those of us who are cloaked in whiteness, continue to 
perpetuate. If we do not stand up for, battle for the justice and equity that 
has been a false pretense upon our tongues to all the world, then we are 
complicit in the disregard for and destruction of black and brown bodies, 
black and brown families, black and brown siblings. “| cannot bear another 
festival of injustice,” says YHWH through the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 1:13b). 
“You will delight in obeying YHWH, and you won't judge by appearances or 
make judgments by hearsay. You will treat poor people with fairness and 
will uphold the rights of the land’s downtrodden. (Isaiah 11:3-4a). 


This...this barbaric violence and brutal neglect that we speak of with 
indignation in our churches and faith communities is not the responsibility 
of others to stop. We, followers of Jesus, bear that obligation. The 2023 
theme for Black History Month is Black Resistance. What we are 
experiencing in our land, what many of us are experiencing in our lives, is 
NOT normal. For too many decades, we have relied on the resistance of the 
people who are black and brown in our midst to make these blasphemies 
that have been forced upon them go away. If we do not want mass 
shootings and gun violence, murder and brutality to be the norm of our 
lives, then we cannot grieve from afar and hope it all disappears. We, as 
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Christ's disciples, and especially those of us who live under the banner of 
white privilege, must step up and step into the chaos and cause justice and 
equity to prevail. We must live our lives shining the light of Christ more 
brilliantly than ever before and in all that we do. We must overcome this 
assault on human dignity until peace prevails and all people truly are 
treated with the equality by which God has created them. Let us raise our 
voices. Let us stand against the violence. Let us dismantle the systems of 
inequity. Let us love God with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength, 
and our neighbors - ALL of them - as ourselves. 


News from the Conference Office 


Save the Date for our 57th Annual Meeting 


Join us on June 2 and 3, 2023 at Kirkwood United Church of Christ in 
Atlanta for our 57th Annual Meeting of the Southeast Conference. More 
details to be announced soon. 


From our Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss 


Greetings and Salutations to all, pray that the new 
year, 2023 is off to a great start and that your prayers 
are being answered..DAILY! 


| trust that by now you have received your 2022 year- 
end statements. These statements outlined EVERY 
initiative that you contributed to in 2022. If you have 
questions or find discrepancies, please feel free to 
contact the conference office. We are ALWAYS willing 
to help. 


Our February 3-4 Healthy Boundary 101 training had 

been CANCELED due to lack of participation. Please remember, Healthy 
Boundary training is required and is offered on a consistent basis to 
accommodate ALL persons in need of this training. Please consider 
supporting this training opportunity... it can only help YOU!! 


2023 is already off to an amazing start! The Southeast Conference UCC has 
plans for a great year. Plans are now underway for our Annual Meeting. 
Please make plans to attend this event. Details are forthcoming. 
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Again, a huge note of THANKS for your continued support. We are here to 
support you as you continue to make this Southeast Conference United 
Church of Christ viable, visible and appreciated for the great work that is 
being done here. 


| remain available to you... please contact me if you need me. 


Peace and blessings, 
As we continue to JOURNEY...TOGETHER!! 


Ris { 1 dd hk 
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Southeast Conference Supports UMWA Miners Day of 
Action 


Faith leaders gathered with United Mine Workers of America striking 
miners and union leadership Wednesday, February 1, 2023 for a Day of 
Action. The press conference and rally, which was held at UMWA Local 
2397's union hall in Brookwood, Alabama, was held to offer hope and 
support to the miners and their families, who have been on strike from 
Warrior Met Coal, Inc. since April 1, 2021, and to address the fact that 
hundreds of individuals and families have gone without their primary 
source of income, access to family friendly healthcare, acceptable work 
hours, and more. The focus to this and upcoming events is to help impact 
the negotiations by leaning into our belief in the value of all people, from 
the miner to the CEO. 


Read the full article and view photos on our website 


Yearbook Reporting Update 
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Thank you to: 


Safe Harbor Family Church, 
Restoration Inclusive Ministries, 
Garden of Grace UCC, Pilgrimage UCC, 
The United Church of Huntsville, 
Fairfield Glade Community Church, 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 
Open Table UCC 


for completing their yearbook reporting. Yearbook Reporting is due by 
February 28. 


The documents you can either send into the conference or use to 
collect your data to make it easier to complete the online form is 
found here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12xaRBOEXOVA9xaJQUOHIF3Fao0BvZG 
yj/view?usp=sharing 

The online form to submit your church's report is here: 
https://forms.gle/ZzZfHi4dwAt5xGcQHn9 

The supplemental survey is found here to fill out: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023 supplemental survey YB 


Calling all Authorized Ministers of the Southeast 
Conference — We need your Information! 


January means it is time to submit your Annual Information Review again. 
All Authorized Ministers with Standing in the Southeast Conference are 
required to fill out this form once a year. This helps us to make sure we 
have current contact information and call information for you on file. This is 
also how your information is updated in the national records, including 
Access UCC and the Profiles System. Please take the time to fill yours out 
today. We need all forms by February 28, 2023 for any updates to be in this 
year’s directory. 


SUBMIT YOUR ANNUAL REVIEW FORM 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2023. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of January 29 


Safe Harbor Family Church UCC; Clinton, Mississippi 
Dwight Andrews 

Robin Lee Fitch 

Gail McGill 

Jodi Yarini 


Week of February 5 


Garden of Grace UCC; Columbia, South Carolina 
Susan Mitchell 

Helen Smith 

Patricia Greeves 

Christophe Ringer 


Week of February 12 


Central Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Southeast Conference Board of Directors 
Henrietta Andrews 

Betsy Taylor Flory 

Truman Moore 

Charlene Burch 
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Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Savannah GA; Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Holy 
Trinity Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Deer Lodge Congregational Church, Deer Lodge TN; Brookemeade 
Congregational, Nashville TN; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Sandy 

Creek, Lafayette AL; First Congregational Christian, Montgomery AL; Open 
Table UCC, Mobile AL; Unity UCC, Montgomery, AL; Safe Harbor Family 
Church, Clinton MS 


News from our Local Congregations 


Retirement of The Reverend Bennie Liggins 


The Southeast Conference celebrated with Rev. Bennie Liggins upon the 
occasion of his retirement the weekend of January 14-15. Rev. Liggins, who 
has served as Founding Pastor of Unity UCC in Montgomery since 2005, 
gathered with family, his congregation, colleagues, and friends for a 
banquet on Saturday and a service of worship that included a liturgy of 
release from pastoral duties between he and Unity UCC on Sunday 
morning. 


Rev. Liggins served as an Associate Conference Minister of the Southeast 
Conference from 1998-2005, and also as Pastor of Community 
Congregational UCC and Interim Pastor of First Congregational Christian 
Church, UCC, both in Montgomery. Rev. Liggins served in the U.S. military 
with a distinguished career as an Air Force Chaplain. Said Conference 
Minister Rev. Kim Wood, “Bennie has trusted in God, relying on his faith and 
resilience, and stayed the course. | have no doubt that his time as an air 
force chaplain fostered a stick-to-itedness that only strengthened his 
resolve.” Congratulations Bennie and Gloria and family! 
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The Reverend Marianna Neely Harrelson Installed 


The Reverend Marianna Neely Harrelson was installed as Pastor of Garden 
of Grace UCC in Columbia, SC on Saturday, January 18, 2023. Family, church 
members, and friends gathered for this long-awaited (due to the Covid-19 
pandemic) celebration. Participants included Rev. Nancy Elsenheimer, who 
is amember of the congregation; Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Nance-Coker, 
Coordinator of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of South Carolina; Rev. 
Sam Harrelson, Merianna’s spouse; and SECUCC Conference Minister Rev. 
Kim Wood, who officiated the Installation. Congratulations to Rev. 
Merianna, her family, and Garden of Grace UCC! 
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News from the Wider Church 


One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering 


The theme for the 2023 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering is “It’s 
Time to Share,” based on Galatians 6:9-10 (The MSG): 


So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will 
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harvest a good crop if we don’t give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time 
we get the chance, let us work for the benefit of all... 


The apostle Paul wrote these words to the church in Galatia to exhort them 
to encourage each other and to be generous in caring for others. Through 
your collective generosity, the United Church of Christ Wider Church 
Ministries continues to work with both domestic and global partners to care 
for others: providing food, water, medicines, education, disaster recovery 
resources and opportunities for sustainable development to individuals 
and communities in crisis around the world. 


Sunday, March 19, 2023, the fourth Sunday of Lent, is the recommended 
date for the offering. Unlike previous years, OGHS promotional materials 
will NOT be automatically mailed to your churches this year so that you 
may order only the quantities you need from UCC Resources. If you have 
not already received a postcard reminding you to place your orders, you 
will be receiving it soon. 


For your newsletters and worship planning purposes, graphics, videos and 
other resources are already available for download on the OGHS website. 
Additional resources will be added soon. 


Thank you for your enthusiasm in promoting the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering in your churches, and for sharing your generous gifts to 
ensure that we work for the benefit of all. 


2023 Stewardship Resources Available 
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As leaders and congregations think of their mission and ministry goals for 
2023, securing finances likely will top the list for attention. The 2023 
Stewardship Materials from the United Church of Christ and Disciples of 
Christ can help your congregation reach its goals for stewardship. 


The best method for growing financial support comes from sustained 
attention throughout the year. This resource includes materials for a year- 
round education and discussion of generosity as a spiritual practice while 
also providing everything you need for a traditional shorter, and more 
focused campaign. 


Approaching stewardship as a spiritual practice (instead of a crisis around 
paying bills) helps shape people into stronger disciples who more deeply 
connect to their faith. The resource includes: 


e 8sermon exegetical reflections and companion worship resources 

e Children, Youth, and Adult educational materials 

e Guidance for volunteers on the process of planning, asking, and 
thanking 


You can purchase the stewardship theme materials at uccresources.com 
for $39.99 through March 31. After March, the price goes up to $49.99. 
These materials will help you teach your congregation that “Because of you, 
our church changes lives.” 


Trainings, Conferences & Events 


MOVEMENT 


Putting Indigenous — in Indigenous Hands Ss \ — 


\\ \ \ 
\\\ 


FREE WEBINAR February 8th atl pm ‘ET /12:pm.CT/11,.am MTY10\am RTS amHT 
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UCC Webinar—The Indigenous Land Back Movement 


The Land Back Movement has been succinctly described as the 
generations-long struggle to put “Indigenous lands back into Indigenous 
hands.” In this webinar, organizers and practitioners within the movement 
will place the struggle within the context of dismantling the Doctrine of 
Discovery and the ongoing work of reparatory justice. Speakers will include 
Katerina Gea from the Coalition to Dismantle the Doctrine of Discovery, 
Angie Comeaux from Hummingbird Springs Farm, and Sarah Augustine 
who authored “The Land Is Not Empty: Following Jesus in Dismantling the 
Doctrine of Discovery.” Even if you cannot make the webinar at its 
scheduled time on February 8 at 1 pm ET, still sign up, and we will send a 
link to the recording. Register now! 


Upcoming Training from the Ministry Excellence, 
Support and Authorization (MESA) Team 


MESA offers Zoom trainings on topics of interest for Committees on 
Ministry, judicatory staff, and occasionally clergy who may not be serving 
ona COM. All trainings require advance registration; a confirmation email 
will then be sent to registrants with additional information. 


Training with the Rev. Tara Barber and the Rev. Stephen Boyd 


e This training, hosted by Revs. Tara Barber and Stephen Boyd, is open 
to ministers serving in specialized settings throughout the United 
Church of Christ. Serving in specialized setting requires particular 
attention to boundaries within the ministry setting and home church 
that are challenging and different from those serving as local church 
pastors. This training will focus on matters that relate specifically to 
issues that these ministers face, providing opportunities for clergy to 
reflect on best practices and growth in their practice of ministry. 

e *Note - This training completes individual requirements for boundary 
training ONLY WHEN authorized by a local Committee on Ministry. 


With the Rev. Jeff Nelson 
e join the Rev. Jeff Nelson, MESA’s Minister for Ministerial Calls and 


Transitions, for a conversation that includes some resources, 
practices, and theological reflection for helping Authorized Ministers 
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discern whether their season of ministry in a particular setting is 
coming to a close. 


Free Church Leadership Training 


The Center for Transformational Leadership is excited to announce a 
Church Leadership Training session that will be held over Zoom on 
Saturday, February 25th from 9:00AM - 12:00PM. 


Offered at no cost through the generosity of proportional giving, this 
event will equip returning and newly elected moderators, assistant 
moderators, treasurers, and pastor-parish relations committee members 
for their roles through participation in one of three basic training 
workshops: 


e Basics for Treasurers 
e Basics for Moderators and Assistant Moderators 
e Basics for Pastor Parish Relations Committee Members 


Registration is open until 2/17/2023, https://sneucc- 


Celebrating Cotton Mather's 36oth Birthday 


This February marks the 360th birthday of Boston minister Cotton Mather, 
as well as the 295th anniversary of his death. A major spiritual and 
intellectual figure in early New England, Mather played an active role in 
colonial politics, the Salem witchcraft trials, and wrote one of the earliest 
and most influential histories of New England. The Congregational Library 
has one of the nation's most important collections of Mather's works. 


Join the Congregational Library for a virtual conversation with Reiner 
Smolinski and Kenneth Minkema about new perspectives on the life and 
legacy of Mather. Smolinski and Minkema are editors of A Cotton Mather 
Reader (Yale University Press, 2022), an authoritative selection of the 
writings of one of the most important early American writers. Mather has a 
wide presence in American culture, and longtime scholarly interest in him is 
increasing as more of his previously unpublished writings are made 
available. A Cotton Mather Reader serves as an introduction to the man 
and to his huge body of published and unpublished works. 


The event is free to all, but registration is required via this link: 
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After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the webinar. 


Atlanta Hawks Faith and Family Night 


ATL Hawks vs. POR Trailblazers | Friday, March 3°¢ | 7:30pm 


Join us at State Farm Arena for our Faith and Family Night presented by 
Chick-fil-A on Friday, March 3 at 7:30 pm vs. the Portland Trailblazers! A 
discounted ticket package is available for the game listed above. Each ticket 
purchased through the link below includes $10 worth of food and beverage 
credit as well as an Atlanta Hawks T-shirt (while supplies 

last). hawkspromos.com/faithryan 


For groups of 10 or more or for tickets to a different game, please contact 
Ryan Coller at ryan.coller@hawks.com or at 404-878-3714. 


Conference Calendar 


February 7 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 9 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EST 
Board of Directors Meeting 


February 14 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 16 @ 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm EST 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


February 16 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm EST 
Commission on Ministry Meeting 


February 21 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


February 28 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EST 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


February 28 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EST 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 
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Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; 
Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; 
Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; 
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